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Welcome to the DECEMBER 2021 Newsletter 
When I wrote the December 2020 newsletter, I thought we were on our way out of the pandemic but, with the 
clarity of hindsight, I was horribly wrong. We have had a crazy year and, at the time of writing, it still is. It looks like 
we’re beginning to learn to live with the pandemic as restrictions begin to ease but masks and state and 
international border limitations are still with us. I would like to say that vaccinations will help us out of this mess but 
that’s an area probably left well alone.  
 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
Planning for our Annual Conferences and AGM always requires a bit of work but there has been a bit of shuffling of 
the deckchairs over the past few months. The Sofitel Gold Coast was not able to hold our 2021 conference, so we 
arranged to transfer it to the JW Marriott. Circumstances caused that to be postponed to 2022; however, the Sofitel 
once more became an option and, because it was deemed to be a more appropriate location, we have arranged to 
transfer the conference back there. Next year’s function will be held over the weekend Friday 19th – Sunday 21st 
August 2022. Further information will be provided closer to the time but please mark this weekend in your diaries 
and hope that we don’t achieve a hat trick of cancellations. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Membership currently stands at 50. During the last six-month period we gained one more member and we 
welcome Liquid Investments to our group. One of the downsides of the pandemic is the restriction on travel 
and Daniel and I have sorely missed the opportunity to catch up with members. We will see what 2022 allows 
us to do. 
 
WEBSITE 
The minutes of the August 2021 Board meeting were approved by the Directors at the December meeting and 
have been posted on the website. 
 
ABECS BOARD 
Glenn Stephens and Nasir Chowdhury offered themselves for election and were duly re-elected to the Board 
at August’s AGM. Matthew Shelley opted to retire after many years of stellar service to the group. Murray 
Rosenberg was nominated and also elected to the Board, thereby replacing Matthew. It is interesting and 
reassuring to note that in five years (2017-2021) four new Directors have been elected/appointed to the 
Board. 
 
SUPPLY AGREEMENTS/ARRANGEMENTS 
At the time of writing, we are finalising our supply agreement with Sopura (for supply of cleaning chemicals); 
notwithstanding, new prices have already been established and will remain firm until 31st December 2022.  
Our agreement with Plasdene for the supply of glass bottles expired at the end of November but we have agreed to 
extend it to 30th June 2022 without any change to prices. 
New price lists have been posted to our website for Visy Plastics preforms and VIP Closures caps, as well as updated 
lists for PSD (preforms and caps) and Sopura. We had negotiated 28mm cap pricing with AMEC but they have now 
ceased production of these caps.  
 
MEETINGS & PRESENTATIONS 
During the second half of the year, the Management Team attended several virtual association meetings, including 
with ABCL and the Co-op Federation, as well as presentations from APCO and Sugar Australia. 
 
RULES 
The group’s new rules were approved at August’s AGM and have now been posted to the website. 
 
 

We wish all members and families a healthy, safe and Merry Christmas and a successful 
and prosperous New Year. 


