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Welcome to JUNE Newsletter 
 
We have a renewed federal government but the same old issues continue. In my humble opinion our economy is still 
brittle and should stay that way for a short while yet. Basically, I think people have money but are not spending it unless 
they have to. Household debt is high and many people are having enough trouble just keeping ahead of this which 
restricts consumer spending. The management team will continue trying to provide benefits for members as best 
possible. 
 
ANNIVERSARY 
When I talk with someone who hasn’t had any prior dealings with ABECS it provides me with a high level of 
satisfaction to be able to say that our group was formed in 1979 and, therefore, has been in operation for 40 
years. And still going strong! I think this is something we can all be proud of. 
 
AGM 
This year’s AGM will again be held on the Gold Coast at the Sofitel, Broadbeach over the weekend of 16th-18th August. 
This year’s agenda will be similar to previous years but with a couple of minor changes. Geoff Parker (CEO of Australian 
Beverages Council) will again present an up to date overview of the beverage and packaging industries and the 
problems many, if not all, members currently face. Hopefully, we will have another couple of speakers and will provide 
further advice about this in the near future. 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS FUNDS 
At the June Board meeting the Directors approved a distribution to members of surplus end of financial year 
funds. Details to follow. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
ABECS membership has been stable over the last 6 months and we still stand at a healthy 47. 
 
WEBSITE 
We have used this medium as our main means of providing all members with news, prices and other information. 
We hope you’re finding it to be a satisfactory method of communication. Please let us know of any improvements 
you think we could make. 
The minutes of the March Board meeting have been approved and have been posted on the website. 
 
ABECS BOARD 
Malcolm Lack has advised that he will not offer himself for re-election at this year’s AGM. He has provided service 
and counsel since 2013 and his input at Board meetings, which has been substantial and appreciated, will be 
missed. The Directors wish to maintain six members on the Board and we will seek nominations for appointment 
or possible election at the AGM. 
 
SUPPLY AGREEMENTS 
In April, the Management Team completed negotiations for a new PET bottle supply agreement with Visy Plastics. 
Negotiations for on-going supply of corrugated cartons and plastic caps are being conducted with Visy Board and Orora 
and with VIP Closures. 
 
ONGOING ACTIVITIES 
Over the past few years we’ve conducted various surveys and tried to provide group purchasing opportunities (including 
pallet wrap, labels, flavours and ingredients) but, for a variety of reasons, these haven’t been successful. Nevertheless, 
we’ll continue down this path and may, in some instances, revisit old opportunities. There’s no harm in trying. 


